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The 2016/17 season again provided an entertaining and close ladies league campaign. 
Throughout the season it was apparent that any team could win on a given day and there were 
many memorable games throughout the season. A close Puffins and Indies game in November, in 
the prime time 4pm slot was watched by a good sized crowd who were treated to an end to end 
encounter that finished in a draw which helped both sides go into the Christmas break undefeated 
along with Amazons and Cubs. After Christmas, Puffins fell away and as in 2015/16 another close 
finale was to be in store between Indies and Amazons. Taking it down to the final game it was to be 
Indies who were again crowned champions with a 3-0 victory. Indies then went on to secure the 
Upton trophy beating RWB 1-0 in Jersey in late May. 

End of season honours were again closely contested as many players enjoyed fine seasons, the  
full Ladies section winners were as follows: 

Ladies League  - Indies 
Ladies Cup - Cubs 
Player of the Year - Holly Stubbert  (Amazons/1st XI) 
Players Player - Katherine Bushell  (Puffins/1st XI) 
Vets Player - Jayne Carter (  Amazons/Vets) 
Most Improved Player - Jess Fiore  (Panthers) 
Top League Goalscorer - Debbie Allen  (Cubs) 
Clubman of the Year - David Bromley  (U16 Girls) 

This season also saw the introduction of the U16 girls side to the league. This was a massive 
success in terms of providing the juniors with access to senior hockey while also allowing them to 
play regularly together. This was highlighted by their success in the Inter-Insular fixtures, it was 
clear to see a marked improvement in hockey skills, tactical awareness, fitness and team 
togetherness. The opportunity for them to play weekly together was a major boost to them and 
their Inter-Insular victory was certainly my highlight of the season. 

Again, the Junior pool helped to make up numbers within the Ladies club sides while giving U13-
U16 players opportunities to play senior hockey. A number of the new additions to the pool proud to 
be favourites amongst the senior sides with many making weekly appearances for various teams. 
Longer term junior loans were also used, in particular for the U16 girls, which allowed them to play 
weekly for the same club side. 

One slight negative, was the lack of a more organised cup competition which had been discussed 
at the end of last season. Unfortunately the cup was again left to be squeezed into the final two 
weekends of the season in a reduced format, as the league season stretched into May. From next 
season the games will be scheduled throughout the fixture weeks to allow for a more competitive 
and meaningful cup competition as an addition to the battle for the league title, which Im sure will 
be enjoyed by all players. 

For the 1st XI, their Trophy campaign was again cut shorter than they would have liked as they 
were edged out in the third round after a 2-0 defeat by league high-flyers Teddington. The team 
battled incredibly hard throughout but couldn't find the net against a very strong and well organised 
side. As a spectator that day, they can all be proud of their efforts against a side which exited in the 
semis, losing on penalties to eventual winners Nottingham University. 

In the inter-insular matches it was again 2 wins from 3 for the ladies sides. The 1st XI continued 
their recent dominance of the fixture with a 4-2 victory. The 2nd XI again came up just short in an 



exciting game ultimately losing 2-1. The 3rd XI won for the 2nd year in a row, by 3 goals to 2. The 
two ladies victories contributed to the ‘Big Stick’ which was won by us 4 to 2. 

As we move into the new season, we have settled on more fixed scheduling across the weekend 
which will see the ladies league fixtures being in a select few time slots. I certainly hope this will 
allow for increased support at the games and provide a good base for another close and 
entertaining season of league and representative hockey. Here’s to 2017/18! 


